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APPENDIX C SPEAKER BIOS

George is the past chair of the BC Agriculture Council and currently chairs the Agriculture
Environment Initiatives Management Committee of the BC Agriculture Council. The Agriculture
Environment Initiative funds were established in 2001 to assist the agriculture industry address
environmental issues and wildlife agriculture conflicts. Funds for these programs are from
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada and the BC Ministry of Agriculture and Lands; these funds are
held in trust by Investment Agriculture Foundation of BC. George is a cranberry grower from
Courtenay.

Cathy is Vice President, Environment and Health, with the Canadian Plastics Industry
Association. As Vice President, Cathy is responsible for the strategic direction and operational
aspects of the association’s Environment, Health and Safety Strategic Unit. Cathy works in
partnership with members, their downstream customers and other industry sectors, government
policy makers and not-for-profit environmental organizations to advance the use of plastics in a
socially, environmentally and economically responsible manner.

Cathy Cirko
Canadian Plastics Industry Association
5915 Airport Road, Suite 712, Mississauga, ON L4V 1T1
Tel: (905) 678-7405 ext. 234 Fax: (905) 678-0774
www.plastics.ca/epic

George Hamilton
Agriculture Environment Initiatives – BC Agriculture Council
1473 Water Street, Kelowna, BC V1Y 1J6
Tel: (250) 763-9790 Fax: (250) 763-9722 www.bcac.bc.ca
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Janice is the Air Quality Program Coordinator for the Regional District of Okanagan Similkameen
(RDOS). The RDOS is a mixture of rural and urban communities, home to orchards, ground
crops, greenhouses, ranches and vineyards. The RDOS Air Quality and Solid Waste Divisions
work together and are committed to the elimination of burning agricultural plastics through the
provision of environmentally sound disposal options. Janice develops programs and educational
materials that engage individual action toward achieving the RDOS air quality mandate: “Air
quality in the RDOS will be safeguarded and improved to consistently protect and promote
human and environmental health and enhance economic development”.

Jill Ackerman is the Project Manager for the Vancouver Island Twine and Agricultural Plastic
Recycling Pilot. Jill works with the Comox Valley Therapeutic Riding Society, the Comox Valley
Farmers Institute, and cooperators from the agriculture industry, agribusiness sector and the
recycling industry to promote agricultural plastic recycling on Vancouver Island. Jill spearheaded
the plastic recycling on Vancouver Island and began a pilot project in June 2007. Jill is
headquartered in Courtenay, the heart of the Comox Valley on Vancouver Island.

Ari’s expertise is in processing and developing new products from recycled plastic. Target
processes larges volumes of five of the seven plastics categories being recycled in BC. Ari has
worked closely with Janice Johnson on the RDOS Agricultural Plastic project over the past year.

Janice Johnson
Regional District Okanagan-Similkameen
101 Martin Street, Penticton, BC V2A 5J9
Tel: (250) 490-4212 Toll Free: 1-877-610-3737; Ext 4212
Fax: (250) 492-0063 Email: janicejohnson@rdos.bc.ca

Jill Ackerman
Vancouver Island Agricultural Plastic and Twine Recycling Pilot
Comox Valley Therapeutic Riding Society, Box 3666, Courtenay, BC V1Y 5V3
Tel: (250) 703-0048 Email: acker944@shaw.ca
www.islandhorses.com/services/ads/ackerman.html

Ari Kastanis
7700 Vantage Way, Delta, BC V4G 1A7
Tel: (604) 952-0898 Fax: (604) 952-0887
Email: ari@simplypak.com
www.targetrecycling.bc.ca
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Douglas is the General Manager of Genesis Recycling Ltd. Genesis' steadfast commitment to
zero-waste of all materials recycled is achieved through inventive practices and strong
relationships with end users and vendor partners.

Gerry and Preston are with Silverdale Recycling Ltd., located in BC’s Lower Mainland. Silverdale
has the only plant of its type in North America that is geared to process agricultural waste
plastic, post-consumer plastic, and industrial plastics.

Gustav is the Waste Management Specialist with the BC Ministry of Agriculture and Lands,
working out of the Abbotsford Ag Centre. Gustav lends his expertise to the Agriculture
Environment Initiatives as a technical expert and liaison between project applicants and the BC
Agriculture Council’s Management Committee.

Gerry Feaver & Preston Horne-Brine
23375 Fisherman Road, Maple Ridge, BC V2W 1B9
Tel: (800) 809-9688 or (604) 476-9003 Fax: (604) 476-9008
Email: gerry@silverdalerecycling.com
www.silverdalerecycling.com

Gustav Rogstrand
Waste Management Engineer, P.Eng., MSc
BC Ministry of Agriculture and Lands Resource Management Branch
1767 Angus Campbell Road, Abbotsford, BC V3G 2M3
Tel: 604 556-3111 Email: Gustav.Rogstrand@gov.bc.ca

Douglas Surtees
26049 30A Avenue, Aldergrove, BC V4W 2W6
Tel: (877) 607-1117 or (778) 549-7191 Fax: (604) 607-1174
Email: dsurtees@genesisrecycling.ca www.genesisrecycling.ca


