Isaac Meadow — A Success Story

Located in a remote area in the Chilcotin region west of Williams Lake are the wetlands of Isaac Meadow which
were restored with assistance from the Canada- British Columbia Environmental Farm Plan Program.

Historically, ranch pioneers had cut hay on Isaac Meadow and installed improvements to assist with crude
irrigation and drainage. Over the years the works had become inoperable, and uncontrolled flows caused

erosion of the natural outlet, resulting in a reduction of the flooded area and wetland plants. This led to less
water on the landscape, decreased forage productivity and deterioration of the former 150 ha wetland as
waterfowl and wildlife habitat. T h e w e bwemawatdr lewels during the spring increased p r e d aatcessr s
to bird nests and eggs and led to increased disturbances by grazing animals.

To restore the natural features and functions of the wetland, Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) partnered with
Alexis Creek Ranch Inc, the EFP Program and Wildlife Habitat Canada to install a dam and weir with water
controls on Isaac Meadow. The project qualified as a Beneficial Management Practice under the Environmental
Farm Plan (EFP) Program as the new weir will prevent the downstream erosion risks associated with the
potential failure of the aging infrastructure. The B.C. Ministry of Forests and Range was also supportive of the
project as the water control will also enhance the Crown land adjacent to the deeded property.

“Thi s pr oj e c yingbxpesench, ewenfor Both gildliée binid fanching. King Campbell with DUC and
the EFP Program has shown admirable dedication in bringing this diffic ul t and compl ex proj ec
says Bruce Blakey of Alexis Creek Ranch Inc.

“l saac Meadow represents a typical DUC project wher
landscape; and ranch productivity and efficiency were enhanced, while implementing a project to address an
environment alCampbelncern.” says

Increased spring water levels will encourage the return of wetland plants and invertebrate communities across
the full area of the basin, which will restore nesting and foraging values for waterfow!| species such as mallard,
northern shoveler, American wigeon, green-winged teal and Canada goose. The project is situated among
regionally-significant wetland habitats, in a location which serves as a major breeding area for waterfowl in B.C.

Furthermore, livestock grazing opportunities will ultimately be enhanced by returning the site to more
productive wetland plants. The project also included improvements to perimeter fencing to control cattle
access and the implementation of planned grazing to encourage more vigorous and sustainable plant growth.

Isaac Meadow serves as an example of the beneficial projects supported by the EFP Program and how
partnerships with organizations like DUC can assist producers with the affordability of projects like this.



A view of the remnant open water area of the meadow
prior to restoration, looking northward.

Original log infrastructure used to flood the
meadow; having a high potential for failure and
causing harmful impacts downstream.

New weir installed at Isaac Meadow complete with stop
log bay.




DUC has invested more than $500 K with producers into on-farm projects as a partner in the EFP Program since
2005. The Canada — British Columbia Environmental Farm Plan and Beneficial Management Practices Programs
are a joint program funded thru the Growing Forward Agreement in cooperation with Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada, B.C. Ministry of Agriculture and Lands and ARDCorp. Producers are welcome to contact ARDCorp or
DUC directly, if they require assistance with their EFP or they have a wetland project they would like to discuss.

For more information on ARDCorp and the Environmental Farm Plan Program, you can visit the website at
www.bcefp.ca, or call 1-866-522-3447.

For more information on Ducks Unlimited Canada or project opportunities, please call (250) 374-8307.

Funding provided by Growing Forwarga federal-provincial-territorial initiative.
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